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grasp of his power. Therefore he no longer asked for the
ring, but went away.

It Is related that when Suliman lost his kingdom, he
used to wander about as a mendicant. When people asked
who he was, he replied: <I am Suliman!' The people
accused him of folly, threw dust at his blessed head and
face, and said : ' Thou madman art Suliman ? Behold him
sitting on his throne in pomp and glory!' It is the opinion
of some that the individual who assumed the form of
Sulim&n was a demon.

Hasan Bosri states that his lordship the prophet [Solo-
mon] arrived one day hungry at the house of an Esrailite,
the ring of the door whereof he shook, and a woman,
stepping out, queried : c What is thy business ?' Suliman
replied: ' I desire to be hospitably entertained by thee one
hour.' The female said: ' Thou art a stranger, and my
husband is absent. Go into the garden adjoining our
house; there thou wilt find water and fruits also. Tarry
awhile there till my husband arrives, who will fulfil the
duties of hospitality towards thee.' Suliman then entered
the garden, drank a little water, ate some fruit, and fell
asleep. On that occasion a black serpent passed near him,
and, recognising the Lord Sulim&n by a Divine revelation,
it took a fragrant sprig from the garden into his mouth,
and began to drive away the flies from his blessed face.
Just then the owner of the garden arrived, whose wife
informed him of the advent of a guest. Accordingly he
went Into the garden, where he saw that happiness is in
sleep, and that a snake was attending upon Suliman. Being
amazed at the spectacle, he called his wife and showed it to
her. When he approached Suliman, the reptile withdrew
to a corner. He awakened the prophet, accosted him with
civility, and said: 'We have become aware of thy high
station, and how precious thou art In the sight of Allah the
magnificent and glorious! Consider this place as thy own.
I have a handsome daughter, and wish to give her in
marriage to thee. Grant this request, and live in comfort
in the house of thy servant/ Sulim&n was pleased with